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Early Middle Ages 500-1000

* Western Europe’'svacuum caused by the decline and
fall of the Roman Empire

« Germanictribesinvaded much of the Western Empire
and filled the vacuum

« And ushered in the Dark Ages—how really dark wasit?

« European feudalism replaced Roman rule
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I nfluence of the Germanic Tribes

« Battle of Adrianoplein 378 was a harbinger of doom inflicted
upon the Empire by the Visigoths

« 455theVandalsvisited Rome

* 476 Roman emperor deposed

¢ Tribal lawsinfluenced Common Law

« Literature: Beowulf, Song of the Nibelungen, Song of Roland

Germanic Visual Arts

Enamelwork

Carpet Page
NB thelslamic look




Lindau Gospels ca.870

Charlemagne
Carolingian Renaissance

Charlemagne—ruler, diplomat, playboy, and would-be
Justinian (768-814)

Charlemagne upset Byzantine emper or s with his delusions of
Roman grandeur

Leolll crowned him on Christmas Day 800. Emperor of the
Holy Roman Empire—which was neither Holy, Roman, or an
Empire

However, it lasted until the Austrian/Hungarian Empire, which
fell in the aftermath of WWI

Charlemagne




* Charlemagnedidn’t get along with the Byzantine Emper or
but seemed to have gotten along with the Muslims (even
though CharlesMartel, hisgrandfather, stopped the spread
of Islam into Europein 732 leaving Muslimsin the south of

Spain)

* CM becameprotector of theholy shrinesin Holy Lands

« Learningduringthetime of CM—who couldn’t write—but
he brought education toAachen and his kingdom

« Decreeof 798—local leader swereto start schools

Chapel of Charlemagne
at Aachen 792-805

Charlemagne's Throne
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Feudal Society

« With thedeath of Charlemagne, Europe was divided
among hissons

« Nounity or cohesivenessin society
« Thisvacuum produced the feudalism of the Medieval times
« Exchange of services—military servicefor security

« Local warlordsemerged




Song of Roland

« Epictaleof chivalry and Medieval life

* Heaven isgiven to anyone who diesin the noblewars
against the Muslims (does that sound familiar ?)

* You areeither with usor against us...you areeither good
or bad (another familiar notion)

Norman Conquest and Art

« William the Conqueror invades England in 1066

« William conquersthe Anglo-Saxons and installs feudalism
in England




TheBayeux Tapestry

20" x 231" narrative of the William’sinvasion of England
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http://www.sjolander.com/vikina/museum/bt/bt.htm
http://www.baveuxtapestry.or g.uk/

Christian Crusades

« Purpose—liberation of the Christian shrinesin Holy Lands
* PopeUrban Il in 1095 called for thefirst Crusade

* Primogeniture, commercial expansion, religious zeal,
adventureall fueled the Crusades

All but thefirst werefailuresand even thefirst onefailed
to hold once conquered areas




~— First Crusade, 1096-1099
~— Second Crusade, 1147-1149
~— Third Crusade, 1189-1192

~<— Fourth Crusade, 1202-1204

< Crusade of Frederick Il, 1228-1229 \__ -
~— Crusades of Louis X, 1248-1254 and 1270 ~_/ K,m,,wu..-m\ﬂ
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A moment of double Middle Age Zen

« Crusades (1% Crusade 1095)
wer e designed to freethe Holy
Landsfrom theinfidelswho
had been living therefor
centuries. TheWest didn’t
want them on holy land.
Think of one of Osama bin
Laden’s complaints....

Wheredid the West discover
their Greco-Roman culture?
Hint: in the Arab world

Car cassonne, France- famouswalled city




Patterns of Medieval Life

A very interesting site:

http://www.metmuseum.or a/toah/hm/06/eu/hm0O6eu.htm




