A Cosmopolitan Empire

Tang Dynasty—581-907
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Turkic-Chinese general, Sui Wendi, reunified China.

The Grand Canal linked the northern and southern
parts of China. In that process, China became a
cosmopolitan empire with many contacts throughout
the region.

New iIdeas were welcomed while Buddhism became
more dominant.

Trade expanded and economic times were good.

NB—the text points out that the reunification was
remarkable considering the two centuries of division
and cultural differences between the north and south.
This never occurred between the Western and
Eastern Roman Empire. Justinian wasn’t able to do
what the Tang dynasty did.
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Code of 653

First example of a code of conduct for China containing
500 crimes and their punishments. It paralleled the Code
of Hammurabi in that the penalties depended upon the
social class of the victim or the perpetrator.

This favoritism toward the elites can be also seen in the
civil service exams.

The bureaucracy favored the aristocracy even with the
civil service exams.
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The Grand Canal (605-609) linked the north and south together
as the railroad linked America east-west.
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Empress Wu’s rise to power paralleled Theodora (Justinian’s wife). She created
the Zhou dynasty. She also proclaimed that Buddha would be reincarnated in a
female empress thus ushering in a new age of world peace and happiness.

Wu'’s reign was interesting given Confucius’ notion that a woman ruler would be
like having “a hen crow like a rooster at daybreak.”
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Tang dynasty was open to new ideas including many world religions and the arts.




A Cosmopolitan Empire




A Cosmopolitan Empire

Xuanzong (r.712-56) love for Yang Guifei resulted in his
overthrow and the end of this cultural highpoint of China.

An Lushan forced Xuanzong to relinquish his rule over China.
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Mulian journey into hell to retrieve his
mother. Chinese still put food out to feed
the spirits from hell.
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By the Tang dynasty, the Chinese were rethinking the
concept that they were the only civilized and cultured
people in the world.

Confucianism was reemphasized redacted by Du You and
Han Yu.

Buddhism and Daoism were deemphasized in the wake of
the reemergence of Confucius.



